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Dottor Stillingfleet Fuſtified, 


Here was lately put into my hand, a thing 

call'd an [_ Anſwer #0 Dr. Stilling fleet"s Ser- 
20x |] ( on Phil. 3. 16.) [_ by ſome Non-con- 
formiſts ]: The Sermon to which it pre- 
tends to bean Anſwer,was chiefly'defign'd 
to ſhew that the Non. conformiſts Meetings in Congre- 
gations forbidden by Law, are ſinful Schiſmatrical ſepa- 
rations, The deſign of thjs (pretended) Anſwer, is 
to remove that Charge; which it endeavours to do 
by giving, 1. 4 modeft account of the Non-conformifis 
eMectings. And, 2. Some taſte of their Reaſons for Non- 
conformity, Theſe are two of the three things which 
we are told ( p.3.) were defign'd in that Diſcourſe. 

As to the firſt, The Pamphlet profeſſes, that the 
Compoſers of it are in the number of thoſe Non-con- 
formiſts, who do not go from the Pariſh Church, in 
oppoſition to it, as if ſuch Congregations were no 
Churches: For they exprefly acknowledg, p. 4 That 
our Pariſh Churches are true Charches ,, and, Thet it is their 
_duty to defire and endeavonr the Union and Proſperity of thoſe 
Churches, 

And what (ſays this Author, p. 4.) would the De- 
Hor, or any Conformiſt have of us more, anleſs it be alſo to 
Jjoyn with them there in the participation of the Ordinances > 

As if the Door had not plainly enongh told him 
and his. Companions in Separation, that he would have 
them ſo true to Non after Peace and _— 
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with the Parochial Churches, as to agree together with 
them not only in the ſame profeſſion of Faith, bur in 
ſubmitting to the fame Laws of Government, and 
Rules of Divine Worſhip, This is that which the 
Doctor would have them do, and he would have none of 
them guilty of. either a rotal, ora frequent forbearance 
_ of Communion with this Church, or any of irs parti- 
cular Branches in what themſelves judg lawful, nor 
of forming ſeparate Congregations under other Teach- 
ers, and by other Rules than what the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion allows, p. 20, © Whereas on the contrary, of 
<« late Years, the Non-conformiſts, ſays he, have 
&« fi{l'd the People with greater prejudices ( than for- 
@ merly ) againſt our Communion, and gather them 
« into fixt and ſeparate Cengage which have 
© proceeded to the choice of new Paſtors upon the 
& deathof old ones; and except ſome very few, ſcarce 
« any either of their Preachers, or People in Loxdon, 
<« come ordinarily to the publick Congregation,(p.22.) 
© Which, ſays the Door, we lament as a thing 
© which unavoidably tends to our common Ruine, if 
*© not in time prevented; for by this means the hearts 
* of the People are alienated from each other, gc, 
Tis this obſifnate and deſtruive courſe of Separati- 
on which the Door defign'd his Sermon againſt: In 
which he has made it his-buſineſs to enervate the 
ſtrength of thoſe Pleas which are made uſe of by their 
beſt Writers, to juſtifie their Separation. 

To which this Pamphlet pretends to be an Anſwer : 
And yet the Author of it has not thought fic to reply 
particularly.to any. one _ therein contain'd, or to 
ſhew that what the Door has oppos'd to their Pleas, 
is either impertinent, or unſatisfaory. Put inſtead of 
that he endeavours an Apology for thoſe Schiſmatical 
Practices, by hinting, or holding forth, for I cannot ſay 
proving thele Principles. I, That 


to Dr. Stillingfleer's Sermon. J. 
7. That'tis the duty of thoſe who are ſet apart to 
the Office of the Miniſtry, Clapporny them every 
way to be fitand call'd ) to preach the-Ggſpel by way 
of diſcharge of that Offtce, 

2. That when two Duties come together, ſo that 
we cannot perform the one but we muſt omit the other; 
the greater Duty muſt take place of the leſs, 

3. Fhat Hearing and Preaching being releta, which: 
do mutually put and deſtroy one another, the Peoples 
meeting is authorized by their Preachers commiſſion +- 
And unleſs thoſe Preachers do ſer, and keep ap Con- 
venticles, the whole generation of the Non- conformiſt 
Miniſters muſt be laid aſide from the exerciſe of their: 
Office. 

4. The People are bound to meet and hear thoſe- 
Preachers, becauſe they are convinced in their Con- 
ſciences, that they do edifie more by hearing them, 
and ſo they alſo have the Plea of | greater Duty. 

The firſt of theſe, he pretends to prove by the A4po- 
ftles expreſs Authority and Example, who when they were: 
threatned and commanded to ſpeak no more in Chriſt's Name, 
have left us their Anſwer on record, We ought to obey God 74+ 
ther than mans 

Which reaſon.is impertinent and inſufficient, Im-- 
pertinent, 1. Becauſe the Apoſtles there ſpoken of 
[ St. Peter, and St. Fohn. ] had an extraordinary Com- 
miſſion, and Command to preach the Goſpel, which 
our Non-conformiſts have notz and therefore, ſuppoſing 
they were forbidaen to preach it by mex, that inſtance would 
not juſtifie the preaching it notwithſtanding that Pro- 
hibirticn: For they can produce no Command of God, 
which requires them ro preach it, and therefore their 
not preaching it would be nv diſobedience to God's 
Command; But, 2. *Ti$ more impertinent upon ano- 


ther account, becauſe Wither are they forbidyen OP 
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the Magiſtrate to preach the Goſpel, bur allow'd todo 
itto their own Families, and to five more, and there- 
fore they may, if they are lawfully ſet apart to the Of- 
fice of the Miniſtry, exerciſe their preaching Talent. 
This inſtance therefore being thus impertinear to their 
. Caſe, 'tis inſufficient to juſtifie their Practice. 

As for his.precedent of the three firſt Centuries, 
when, (aid he, the Goſpel was never preach'd, but contrary 
t0 the will of the Magiſtrate: I deny that that was well 
. done, unleſs the Preachers could produce ſome Com- 
mand of God for ſo doing. 

And therefore, for my part, I do very much approve 
_ that which this Writer calls, 4 ſlip of the Pen, in Dr. 
Tillotſon's Sermon, That any pretence of Conſcience warrants 
apy man that is Em « the Apo- 

£5 apd Publiſhers of the Goſpel were, and cannot juſli 
_ on by Miracles as rm did, to affront the = 
bliſht Religion of « Nation, ( though it be falſe ) and openly 
to draw men off from the profeſſion of it, in contempt of the 
eMagiſtrate and the Law, This is a very great and 
uſeful truth, and I was right glad to meet with it in a 
Sermon preached by that Eminent Perſon. And the 
Author of this Pamphlet hath ſaid nothing to the pur- 
pole againſt it. 

He ſays, that Affirmative Precepts bind ſemper, but not 
44 ſemper : Which we would fain have paſs for a Rea- 
ſon, why Proteſtants do not uſe to preach under the In» 
quiſition: And tells us, There's Prudence therefore to be 
uſed, and Preachers need not be caſt where they will be cer- 
t4inly trampled ow. He means where they that caſt thems, 
will be certainly trampled on. And the truth is, if 
theſe Pearl-cafters did foreſee they ſhould be Rent and 
Trampled on as they deſerve, I doubt not bur they 
would be ——_ ( by degreegat leaſt ) to keep their 
precious Truchs to themſelveg, and would be more 

wary 
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wary of Preaching in defiance of the Law that forbids 
them, if they were ſure that the penalty of the Law 
wou}d be vigorouſly and conſtantly executed upon 
them: And that they ſhould get nothing by diſchar- 
ging their ( pretended) Duty, but the ( deſery/d) re- 
ward of a Gaol. But the truth is, there's Money in the 
caſe, and good ſtore ( uſually) of che Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs heaped upon ſuch MalefaRors, the hope 
whereof _—— them to perſiſt in the gain-ſaying of 
Corah ; and therefore they haunt thoſe places mof, 
where moſt of this Mammon is tobe met with : Which 

uts me in mind of a Paſſage in A2qanfieur Balzac's 

Prince ] p- 61. where refleQing on the - nar Voy- 
ages into the Indie; > © It's their avarice, ſays he, makes 
« them croſs the Seas, and run to the Worlds end ; 
« they publiſh it is for the good of Souls, and the de- 
« fire they have to ſave Infidels, that draws them thi-: 
« ther; and yet 'tis very true, that the charity of theſe 
« 000d Chriftians,. carries them only to thoſe Coun--. 
« rries where the San warms the Earth into Gold, 
<« and is not at all employ'd toward the fartheſt part - 
« of the Earth where there are Souls-enough to be - 
« Converted, but where they can only get Froſt and 
« Snow. 

And as for thole few of he good Chriftions we ate - 
now diſcourſing of, that are lefs fond of Money be- 
cauſe they have leſs need of it, having competent 
Eftates of their own; the maintaining and keeping up 
3 party, and the cheriſhing and promoting- of Schiſm - 
and Sedition, does rh:jy hearts more good than Money, 
and is to them a very ſarisfaQory recompence for the 
feftions pains they take 'in their Conventicle-Preach» 
ments. * | 

| Bur as for thiofe places where they fee-neither of 
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will never believe themſelves call'd to exerciſe their 
Gifts in [ tbem] though poſſibly rhey may want ſuch 
ediſying Preachers, as theſe Mea pretend themſelves ta 
be, ten times more than Londop and other Places do, 
where they commonly reſide, = 

And ſo wuch for the firſt Principle, or Ground pro- 
duc'd by this A4zthor, of Non-conformiſts Preaching con- 
trary to Law. 


The ſecond follows, which-is this, that hex two 
Duttes come together, ſo that we caunot perform the one but 


wc muſt omit the other ,, the greater Duty muſt take place 
of the leſs: Now the two Duties which he ſuppoſes, 
come together in the Noz-conform ſis Caſe, are lecking 
Unity, and preaching the Goſpel: 7f we keep our Par {b- 
Charches, 1ays- he, we. muſt not preach the Goſpels, if we 
preach the Goſpel, we muſt go to private eMeetings. (Which 


by the way is falſe: For they may, and-1i chink ſome. 


few of them do, ſo far ſeek Pariſh- union, ( at leaſt in 
ſome places diſtant from Loxdox) as to aflemble with 
the reſt of the Pariſhioners, and attend the Church in 
the time of Divine Service, and Sermons, and then 
preach to their own Flock in their private Mcetings 
afcerward). But our Author inſtead of proving by 
ſound Arguments, that for them to preach the Goſpel 
(to more than five beſides ..their own. Family ) 4s, 
1. Their duty, 2. a greater duty than to ſeek the Uni- 
on of the Nation, by preſerving that part of it which 
conſiſts in complying with Pariſh-Church Order, he 


only asks Queſtions, Which of theſe is of greateſt moment to 


the Glary of God ? which i. the greateſt, Matter, Sir > To 
all his.fooſe and indigeſted Talk, my Anſwer is briefly 
this, That'in the caſe now before us, there do not come 


two duties ug—_ the one whereof cannot beypers 


form'd ;. for they may ſeek and maintain, the Unity 
Mforeſaid, and yet may preach, the Goſpel to 1 nk 
"3 : numoer 
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number as the Law allows them to preach to, and that 
'tis his duty, or the duty of the reſt of che Gang to 
reach to more, he has not yet prov'd. | 
The third Principle is, that Heering and Preaching be- 
ing relata, which do mutually put and deſtroy one another, 
the Peoples meeting u authoriz'd Z their Preachers Commiſſion, 
ef 


and unleſs theſe Preachers do ſet and keep up Comventicles, 
the whole Generation of the Non: conformiſt Miniſters muſt be. 


laid afide from the exerciſe of their Offices 
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To which I anfwer. 1. Let your Non-conformiſts 
prove, if they can, that they have any lawful Com- 
miſſion to preach to more than the Law allows them to 
preach to, For, 2. If they can ſhew no ſuch Com- 
miſhon 'tis their duty to be filent rather than to preach 
toa greater number. 73. They who hear them, may 
if they pleaſe, hear other legally-authoriz'd Miniſters. 
4. Ic is their duty foto do: And 'tis a fin in them to pro- 
mote and encourage by their preſence that Faction, 
Schiſm, and Sedition, which their Preachers are guilty 
of-by preaching againſt Law. 

The fourth Principle which this Writer pleads in 
juſtification of the Non-conformiſts, is this , That the 
People are brund to meet and hear thoſe Preachers, becauſe they 
are convinced in their Conſciences that they do edifie more by 
mowing them, and ſo they alſo have the plea of [| greater 
Daty. 

W here he takes it for granted, that a man's expe- 
Qation of receiving greater Edification, or his per- 
ſ\uafion that he ſhall receive pou profit to his Soul 
by hearing Non: conformifis, than by hearing his own 
Conforming «Miniſter, does-make it his duty to abſent 
himſelf from his own Pariſb Church, and to go to a 
more edifying Convemicle: For which Principle, one 
would think he ſhould have endeavoured ( at leaſt) to 


have brought ſome cogent Reaſon , but ( for ought 1 
B - ſee 
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ſee) he has not ſo much as endeavor d it, and if he 
had, 1 dare ſay he could not- have effefed it y for *tis a 
very falſe and pernicious Principle : For as much as 
we onght not to do evil, that any, whether leſſer or 
greater, good may come of it, *Tis evil to diſobey 
Authority by tranſgreſſing thoſe Bounds, and break- 
ing that Order, which it preſcribes. Our Law requires 
that every Pariſhioner ſhould attend Divine Service 
and Sermons in his own Pariſh Church, and ro hear 
and receive the Word from the month of his own Pa- 
riſh-Miniſter : He ought to obey that Law, and to ex- 
pe& ſalutary edification in the way of obedience to, 
and compliance with that Order, and he cannot well- 
groundedly expe&, or be rightly pn” he ſhall re- 
ceive it in the way of breaking that Order, and wan- 
dring to other Churches and Preachers, eſpecially ſuch 
aS are diſallow'd by Law, for that is not God's way of 
giving it- He may indeed fancy himſelf more edifi'd 
in ſome reſpe&s, bur *twill in the end prove a deladin 
Eaification, and he'll one day find it a dammable thing 6 
ro attempt greater edification in this or that part of 
Knowledg or Duty, as in the mean time to negle&t 
other parts of Duty, and to do that which ( what- 
ſoever this man pretends to the contrary) muſt needs 
be (interpretatively at leaſt) a comtemp? of the Govern- 
ment, « neglett, and conſequently diſcouragement of his own 
Miniſler, with ſcandal to his conforming Neighbours , aud 
therefore inconſiſtent with the rule of Charity, Obedience, and 
Concord, 


Nor is this Principle falſe in it ſelf only, but very 


pernicious too in its confequents, even as to Civils. 
For if 2 Pariſhioner may leave his own Pariſh- Minifter 
againſt that Miniſter's will, and the will of the Civil 
Magiſtrate,for greater Edification, by the ſame reaſon, a 
Son or Daughter may on the fame account, ave their 

own 
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own Parents, and remove into another Family «gainft their 
Parents conſent. 

The Son or Daughter may pretend C and too often 
cruly plead) that their Father and Mother are unſan- 
Rifi'd Perſons, that they are negligent of Religious 
Family-duties, and take no care to educate their Chil. 
dren in the fear of God, and therefore they will for- 
ſake Father and Mother, and betake chemſelves to ſome 
other ( Godly) Family for greater Edification : And ſo 


this Principle would produce as great Schiſms in Families 


as it does #n Pariſhes: And therefore let this greater 
Eaification- Principle go for a great Falſhood, and a ruining 


_ deſtruftive Principle. 


He talks, p. 7. Of ſome univerſal impreſſion that there 
i ou the hearts of moſt honeſt People, which, ſays he, makes 
them tenderly ſenſible of the wrong that we have ſuffar'd in 
being turn'd out of the Vineyard for our Conſciences. - - 
To which] anſwer, Thar tis a very evil thing for 
Non-conformiſts to complain of ſuffering wrong for their 
Conſciences, and to make no conſcience of doing its 
What do theſe men mean by pretending they were 
turn d out of the Vineyard for their Conſciences > The caſe 
was this, When afcer the King's Reftauration, the Par- 
liament upon due confideration of the horrid Miſchiefs 
and ſad Calamities, the Land had groan'd under for feve- 
ral Years, and likewiſe of -the wore horrid Principles 
which occafion'd thoſe Miſchiefs and Calamities, both 
in (harch and State, thought themſelves oblig*d to pre- 
vent the like for the future, they agree'd upon an A# 
of Uniformity to that end, wherein the Peace and Tran- 
quility of the State was endeavoured to be ſecar'd, by en- 
joyning the renunciation of fuch ſeditiour and deflrutive 
Maxims, 4s had before difturb'd\ and- 4uin'd it : And 
the proſperity and good order of the Chtzrch provided for, by 
impoſing the Book of RR. _- *- 
2 aſlent 
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aſſent and conſent to the uſe of the Matters contain'd and 
preſcrib'a in that Book: To which Renunciation and Im- 
poſition the A& oblig'd all thoſe -ro ſubmic, who did 
then, or had ac any time a mind to enjoy any Cliurch- 
Living, Promotion, or LeQure, in this Nation. To 
* which Act many men that had then Eccleſiaſtical Li- 
vings, either could not, or would not Conform: And 
this they call being turn'd out of the Vineyard fer their Con> 
ſciences, When as the truth is, They turu'd themſelves 
our ; being tempted and prevailed upon ſo to do, ei- 
ther by their blind and deluded Underſtandings, and 
miſguided Conſciences, which would nor let ſome of - 
chem ſee the lawfulneſs of that requir'd ſubmiſſion and 
compliance, though _they had ſtuci'd and examin'd 
things in order to it, or elle by their perverſe and ſtub- 
| born Spirits, being reſolv'd before-hand not to com- 
ly, becauſe they thought it would be roo great a diſ- 
Lene to them to contradia their former Principles 
and PraQtices, and too great a ſcandal to the Godly party, 
for their Leaders to backſlide, and abandon the goodly 
Reformation they had been endeavouring and carrying 
on for ſo many Years. 

«Sir, For my own part 1 muſt needs confeſs to you, that 1 
© never did ſo much as take it into confideration whether 1 ſhould 
© yield or not yield to what was requir d in the Aft for Unifor- 
* mily; and that becauſe, 1. Being fully ſatisfi d, by ccafion 
' of the more ſerious weighing of ſuch Points in theſe latter 
© days, of the unlewfulneſs of thoſe things which in my youn- 
© ger years 1 had conform d readily to, upon little better ground 
' than the example and encouragement of others, I was brought 
©( 1 hope heartily and ſincerely ) to bewail before God my for- 
® mer conforming to many things, and therefore durſft net 
<:hink of retarning to that, for which 1 had formerly in ſuch 
© a ſolemm penutential way 169g my ſelf before the Loxd my 
4 Goda And, 2. Becauſe being now ſo far gove in _ 

WY that 
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&that I am come to [acob's muſt die, Icannot live much longer ; 

© ] was not willing to do auy thing that was ſcrupulous and 

© doubtful, leſt upon my Leath bed it ſhould prove an cccafion of 
© ary diſquiet, or diſturbance to me yet withal 1 muſt add, 

© That it was ſome farther ſatisfatFron to me, when I found 

© that the wery (ame things that ſeem'd moſt dreadful to me, 

© have al'o ſwiy 4 moſt with you in keeping you off from the 

© Conformity requird: Namely, 1. Thoſe great words too 

c big for my ſwallow, of anfeigncd aſſent and conſewnt. And, 
© 2, The doing of any thing that us contrary to that Covenanted 

© Reformation which we had ſo long and earneſtly pray'a and 

© /abour'd for, or that might be. ſcandalows to thoſe that-rejoys'd- 
© 1x the firſt-fruits of it, and do. ſill deſire and. endeavenr ta 
* promote tt. 

Theſe are the very words -of : that prime, leading, 
Lonaon- Non-conformiſt, old Arthur Fackſon, in a letter of: 
his, which I have ſtill to ſhew. under -his -own- hand, 
dated February 26. 6z, And Idoubt nor. but moſt of the 
Tribe turn d themſelves out of the Vineyard upon the ſame - 
Temptations, and yet theſe men have the confidence to 
cry out of the wrong they have ſuffer d in .being . turn'd out 
by others, Which is juſt 2s if the Romiſp Prieſts ſhould : 
complain of the wrong they ſuffer'd by being turn'd and : 
kept out of Exgland ( which was once ſuch a fruitful. 
Vineyard to them) becauſe ſuch Oaths, and Renunci- - 
ations, were impos'd upon them, and requird to be 
made and taken by them. ( for the ſecuring of the Na- 
tion againſt :their Treaſonable, and Seditious Princi- 
ples) as their Conſciences conld not- comply with. 
And yet our Author pleads for the Law's juſt ſeverity 
againſt them, p. 32. of this Pamphlec ; wnere he tells 
us, That the Supremacy of the Pope, and the Authority of 
the King, are inconſiſtent in thi Land, — and that the « 
Prieft and Jeſnite are taken by Law, as Fatbors for the Popes--=--. 
and a» wndermining the. Government, #, ſays he, in aj ; 

_: | SIE, 
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States 4 capital Crime, Even ſo ſay I. The Authoricy 
of the Xing, and the owning of thoſe Principles requi- 
red to be diſclaim'd in the Ac for Uniformity, are in- 
conſiſtent in this Land, and therefore that they who 
will not diſown and declare againſt thoſe Principles, 
are taken by Law as FaQors for another Schiſm and 
Rebellion, and as Perſons that deſign again to under- 
wine our Government Civil and Ecclefiaflical, and 1» un- 
dermining the Government © in all States a capital (rime, 
and well had it been for this Nation, if ſuch an nndey- 
mining Of it had been made Capital 1n ours fofar am 
I from being of this Author's mind ( in his ſaucy 1»/inu- 
ations in this Page) that *twas wrong and iiquizy in our 
Governours to make ſuch a Law (for the good of the 
Nation ) as accidentally occafion'd theſe apologiſts to xject 
themſelves out of their Eccleſiaſtical enjoyments; 

To theſe Apologies of theirs for preaching againſt 
Law, they preſume it will be ſaid by che Epiſcopal Par- 
ty [ But you may Copform, | If fo, ſay they, we muſt then 
deſire one or both, of theſe Learned, Moderate, and Fudici- 
ous Dofors ( Stillingfleet, and Tillotſon) #0 contribate 
but this one thing towards it, to anſwer the enſuing 0bjeltions, 
thoſe eſpecially which concern the Political part of Conformity 
about the Oxford Oath and Subſcription. For, ſay they, 
If there te but one particular impos d upon us 45 a condition of 
Conformity, which we prove to be ſinful, and they cannot re- 
felit z there's no man has been more forward thay Dr, Stil- 
lingfleer, ro les w know out of Hales, That tis not the Refu- 
ſer but the Impoſer, # guilty of the Schiſm. 

That which Mr. Hales (aid, is this, That there is a 
Schiſm in whith only one party # the Schiſmatick ; for where 
the cauſe of Schiſme ts neceſſary, there not he that ſeparates, but 
he that us the cauſe of ſeparation, # the Schiſmatick. 

But with the leave of that great man, and of ano. 
ther that opizes according to that diate, I do deny 
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that there can be ay neceſſary cauſe of Schiſm ; for all 
Schiſm is ſinful, and there can be no neceſſary cauſe of 
Sin. 2. The Paragraph is nox-ſexſe, if we ſhould ac- 
cept of Mr. Hales his own definition of Schiſm : Foy, 
fays he, Schiſm if we would define it, # nothing elſe but an 
unncceſſary ſeparation of Chriſtians, from that part of the Viſi- 
ble Church whereof they were once Members: The Para- 
graph then muſt be thus Paraphras'd, There is a 
Schiſm in which only one party is the Schiſmarick; 
for where the cauſe of Schiſm, zhat #, of unneceſſary 
ſeparation of (hriſlians , is neceſſary, there not he that 
ſeparates, but he that is the cauſe of ſeparation is the 
Schiſmatick. The Xor-ſexſe whereof appears in its 
own light. 3. *Tis abſurd upon another account, for 
himſelf grants, that what Seaitzon or Rebellion is in the 
State, and in reference to Ciwils, that Schiſm is in the - 
Church, and in reference to Eccleſiaſtical ynion. He may 
as well ſay therefore, that where cauſe of Rebellion 15 
neceſſary, there not he that Rebels, but he that # rhe 
cauſe of rebellion is the Rebel, which is very pretty when - 
it happens at any time that the Supreme Governmr proves 
a 7zrant: And fo upon that / or any other leſs. ac- 
count) is the pretended cauſe of his Subjes Rebelling: . 
Indeed, 4 zeceſſary cauſe he cannot be, let him be never 
ſo great a Tyrant : But that makes that Dicare which - 
this Author would perſuade us the DotFor makes ſo much - 
uſe of, but does ot, nor I believe car he tell us where, 
ſo much the more abſard. 

That Tract of Schiſm tells us, That when either falſe 
or uncertain Concluſions are obtruded for truth, and atts ei- 
ther nnlawful, or miniflring juſt ſcruple, are required of us to be - 
perform'd, in theſe caſes conſent were Conſpiracy; and open - 
conteſtation is not Fadtlow or Schi/m, but due Chriſlian Ani- 
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1 ſhall not ſtay to queſtion the 'truth of this Aſſerti- 
on, as to thoſe parts of it. |: or- avcertain?] and [_ or mini- 
ſtring juſt ſcruple ]: But:though (1 ſhould allow him 
that) 1n thoſe caſes conſent were Conſpiracy, yet open con- 
zteſtation againſt owr-proper Governours may be ſinful, He 
has not told ns -what- he means by the Expreſſion ; nor 
what ſort and kind, what meaſures and degrees of 
open Conteſtation he-intended, butl affirm, there's a me- 
ainm between Conſent, and open Conteſtation z and. that is 
an humble and modeſt Refuſal ro comply with thoſe 
impos'd -Propofitions or AQtions, which upon due en- 
quiry., -and diligent examination , we judg untrue, 
or-unlawful ; and humbly and meekly tendring our Rea- 
'ſons if required, why we ſo judg. That any greater 
.Conteſtation then this amounts to, of Subje#s againſt 
'their Governours, 1$ in any caſe neceſſary or lawful, is 
more than | believe can be provd., 1] am (ure if the 
Coateſtation be ſo open, and proceed fo far as either 
to ſet up another Biſhop in oppoſition to the former, or 
to erett a new Church, or Oratory for the dividing Part 
co meet in publickly, Mr. Hales himſeif pronounces ſuch 
ſeparations compleat Schiſms, and till this be done, rhe 
Schiſm he tells us, is but yet in the womb, And, as he 
goes on, /n. that famous Controverſie in Holland, De Pre- 
deſtinatione & Auxiliis ; As long as the diſagreeing Parties 
went no further than Diſputes and Pen-combats, the Schiſm 
was all that while un-batchd ; but as ſoon as one Party ſwept 
an old ( loyſter, aud by a pretty Art ſuddenly made it aCharch, 
by putting 4 new Pulpit in it for the ſeparating Party there to 
meet : Now what before was a Controverfie, became 4 formal 
Schiſm. Wohence it follows that ever in this man's judg- 
went, our Non conforming Barn-ſweepers, and ( inthem) 
Pulpit-er &Fors, in order to meeting and preaching againſt 
Law, are forma! Schiſmaticks. To the ſame purpoſe, 
Arthur Jeckſon aforeſaid, in the ſame Letter before 
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quoted has theſe words, —7 confeſs 1 dread the falling 
upon the Rock of Separation ; but as long as I deſire not to ſet 
up 4 new Church, but am willing to joyn with the Publick Aſ- 
ſemblies im Hearing aud Prayer, and only withiraw from what 
is not of Scripture- Inſtitetion ; I hope this partial Nom com- 
munion cannot be juſtly called Separation. 

In the ſame Tract, Mr, Hales aſſerts, * That jt is not 
* lewfal, no not for Prayer, or Hearing, for (onference, or 
© any other Religious Office whatſoever, for People to aſſemble, 
© otherwiſe than by publick Order u allow'd , neither, ſays he, 
© may we complain of this in times of Incorruption: For why 
© (bould men deſire to do that ſuſpiciouſly in private which may 
© warrantably be performa in publick> And in another 
part of the ſame Treatiſe, ©Whar, ſays he, if thoſe to 
© whom the execution of the publick Service u committed, do 
© ſome ehing either unſeemly , or ſuſpicious, or peradventure 
© unlawful * what if the Garments they wear be cenſared, 
© which indeed be, ſuperſtitions > What if the geſture of Ado- 
© ration be ns d to the Altars *— what if the Homilift have 
© preach d, or aeliver'd, any Dottrine of the Truth whereof 
© we are not well perſuaded? A thing which wery often falls 
© out, yet we may 108 Separate, except we be conſtrain'd per- 
© ſonally to bear 4a part in them our ſelves. The Prieſts under 
© Eli had ſo i! demean'd themſelves about the daily Sacrifice, 
© that the Scripture tells us they made them to ſtink, yet the 
© People refusd net to come to the Tabernacle, nor to bring 
© their Sacrifice tothe Prieſk. For in thoſe Schiſms which con- 
* cern Fatt, nothing can be 4 juſt cauſe of refuſing Communion, 
© but only to require the execution of ſome nnlawful, or ſuſpe- 
© Fed AF. Thus he, which paſſage by the way may 
ſerve for « rebuke to theſe mens greater edification- Arg ur 
ment, before inſiſted on. | : 

But becauſe that expreſſion [_»r ſuſpetFed 47] comes 
trumping in our way again, I ſhall here take ſo much 
notice of it, as to acquaint — Reader, if he know it 

not 
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not already, that not only very confiderable Epiſcopal men, 
but ſome Presbyterians too, are ſo far from thinking, 
that Governours requiring men to do an Ac which 
they ſcraple or ſuſpe the aw felnete of, is « juſt ground 
for Separation, that they deny it to be a juſt ground for 
won-per formance of that At ; and on the contrary aſſert 
it mens duty in that caſe to do the thing commanded. S0 
the French Pretbyterian Divines, and Profeſſors at Saumur, 
( Theſ. Salmur. de ſummo Controverſ. Judice, SefF, 46.) 
Sane quum demonſtirari non poteft id quod jubetur aut flatus- 
tur repugnare regule a Ded tradite, acquieſcendum eſſe 
definitioni non negamus, vel ob hoc ipſum quod fic ab its qui 
erdine legitims conſlituti ſunt definitum eſt, quos arcet & 
vero fimile eft eſſe reliquis prudentiores , & perſpicaciorese 
To the ſame purpoſe, Baxter in his Diſpur. of Church-Go- 
vernment, P. 484, © As an erroneous judgment will not, 
ſays he, excuſe ws from diſobedience to our Governonrs, ſo 
* much leſs will a doubtſulneſs excuſe w, 1f upon adviſing with 
eur Feachers we remain in doubt about the lawfulneſs of ſome 
circumſtance of Order — if it may not be diſpens'd with 
without a greater injury to the Church, or canſe of God, than 
oar Diſpenſation will conntervail, then is it our duty to obey 
© our Teachers, notwithſtanding ſuch doubts; for it being their 
© Office to teach us, it muſt be our duty to believe them with an 
© Humane Faith, in caſes where we have no evidences to the 
* contrary, and the duty of obeying them being certain, and the 
© finfulneſs of the thing commanded being uncertain, and un- 
© known, and only ſuſpetted, we muſt goon tbe ſurer fide. 

"Tis time now to return to our Apologiſts, who, I think, 
have got nothing by tempting me by that Quotation 
outof Hales, to conſult the Author himſelf ; (Groce the 
other Dictates which I met with on this occafion in 
the ſame Treatiſe, involve their ſeparated, forbidden, 
Meetings for publick Worſhip 5 Anti-Charches of their 
own. in the guilt of Schiſmm, and make the worſhippers 
there formal Schiſmaticks. That 
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That ſome notions in the latter part of this very 
Pamphlet, contribute very much to the proving thoſe 
men Schiſmaticks, whom the former part would 
excuſe from that Crime, For, p. 31. thus we read, 
* It i not all ſeparation or diviſion u Schiſm, but finful 
© Diviſion. Now the Supreme Authority as National 
© Head, having appointed the Parochial «Meetings, and 
© requir d all the Subjefts of the Land to frequent them, 
© and them alone, for the Acknowledging , Glorifying , or 
© National Serving and worſhipping the one only true God, 
© 2nd his Son, whom we have generally receiv d, and thu 
© worſhip or Service in the nature of it being intrinſically 
© pood, and the external Order, ſuch as that of Time, and 
© Place, and the like Circumſtances, being properly under 
© his Furiſdiftion, it hath ſeemd to ns hitherto, that un- 
© leſs there was ſomething in that Order and way preſerib'd 
© which is ſinful, and that requir'd too as & condition of 
© that Communion, there's no man could refuſe his atten- 
© dance univerſally on theſe Parochial Aſſemblies without the 
© fin of diſobedience, and conſequently his ſown thereby 
© becoming ſinful, proves Schiſm. Rgt, lays he, if the 
© Scene be alter d, and thoſe ſeparate Aſſemblies made le- 
* oat, the Schiſm in reference to the National Church, upox 
© the ſame account doth vaniſh. Schiſm is « ſeparation 
© from that Church whereof we ought, or are bound to be 
* Members: If the Supreme Authority then looſe our Ob- 
© ligation to the Pariſh- Meeting ſo that we are bound no 
© longer, the Iniquity ( we ſay upon this account ) is not to 
© be found, and the Schiſm gone. 

From which premiſes this Concluſion does evi- 
dently follow: That until the Supreme Anthority 
looſens the Obligation of Pariſhioners to the Pariſh- 
Meeting, they ought and are bound to behave them- 
ſelves as Members of their —_ Pariſhes, and not 
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to ſeparate from them. For if they do 'tis an unlaw- 
ful ſeparation, that is, *tiS Schiſm. 

He ſays indeed, that no man could refuſe his at- 
tendance | aniverſally] on Parochial Afſemblices 
without the fin'of diſobedience : To which 1 ſay, 
1- That however then they who do aniverſally refuſe 
their attendance, which I preſume a very great num- 
ber, if not much the greater part of Conventicles 
do, muſt be accounted Schiſmaricks by his own Do- 
&rine. 2. If an univerſal non-attendance on Pa- 
riſh-A\fſemblies. be a finful ſeparation , and conſe- 
quently Schiſm, becauſe 'tis 4 ſin of diſobedience, then 


every particular abſence, and non-attendance up- 
on them is ſinful, and conſequently Schiſmarical, 


becauſe tis « fin of diſobedience ( in Ecclefiaſtical Mar- 
ters) againſt that Authority which requires the 
Pariſhioners of this Nation not only frequently but 

conſtantly, to attend their own Pariſh Churches. 
Now if being thus preſs'd, he ſhall think fic to fly 
off from his words,.and to ſay, That if the Supreme 
Authority requires all the Subjects to frequent the 
Parochial Meetings, az4 thoſe only, they who do not 
frequent them, but betake themſelves to other Aﬀem- 
blies are guilty of ſuch 2 degree of diſobedience as will 
amount to Schiſm, then if any of thoſe Subjects do 
C bat ) frequent Conventicles, ( though they are not 
univerſally there, but are ſometimes preſent at their 
owz Churches) they. muſt be granted to be Schiſma- 
ticks; and if ſo, he agrees at laſt with that Door 
and that Sermon, which he pretends to Anſwer : 
In which for ought I obſerve, the moſt that Dr, $:il- 
ling fleet contends for, is, That all who own ovr Pa- 
riſh Churches as true ( harches, would not either z0tal- 
Ly, or ordinarily, forbear Communion with them in 
thoſe things which they judg lawful ; nor proceed 
| co 
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to form ſeparate Congregations under other Teach-- 
ers, and by other Rules than what the eſtabliſh'd 
Religion allows, (p. 20.) whereas (as he com- 
plains, p.22.) Except ſome very few, ſcarce any either 
of the diſſenting Preachers or People in London, come or- 
dinarily to the publick (Congregations ; upon which ac- 
count he charges them with Schiſm, in which ouile 
this very Author does ( for ought I ſee) involve 
them in this very Pamphlert, which wasdefign'd to 
yindicate them from that Guilt. 

To which Pamphlet 1 ſhall ſay no more at preſent, 
becauſe I have already reply'd to all that part of ir 
in which the Do&or's Sermon is concern'd : For the 
following parts of it which are raken up in Apolo- 
gizing for their Preachers Non- conformity, and their re- 
fuſing to comply with thoſe things which are im- 
pos'd upon them, to make them Legal cMiniſters of 
this Church and Nation, are perfe&tly alien and im- 

ertinent to Ir. Stzlling fleet's Sermon. 

In the 19th ÞP. whereof he himſelf profeffes, that 
he did not intend to ſpeak of the Terms upon which Perſons 
are to be admitted among us, to the exerciſe of the Funttion 
of the Miniſtry, but of the Terms of Lay- Communion, 
that is, thoſe whch are neceſſary for all Perſons to joyn in 
our Prayers and Sacraments, and other Offices of Diving 
worſhip. —— Some of the moſt impartial of the Diſſenters 
themſelves confeſſing, That very little u to be ſaid on the 
behalf of the Peoples ſeparating ; from whom none of 
thoſe Subſcriptions, or Declarations are requir'd, 
that are requir'd of thoſe that would be Autho- 
riz'd Preachers, So that the People, ſays he, are con- 
demn'd in their ſeparation by their own Teachers ; But how 
they can preach lawfully to a People who commit a fault in 
hearing them , the Door profeſles nor to underſtand. 
An oppofite Anſwer to which one paſſage of the Do- 
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#or's Sermon would have been more. to the purpole, 
than all that theſe Apologi/ts ſay for themſelves in this 
Pamphlet. In which they have not been ſo kind as 
ro aſſiſt the Do@or's Intelleuals in this matter, by 
making any other Apologies for the Peoples ſepara- 
ting, than what have been already Anſwer'd, and 
therefore I have done the Task I undertook in refe- 
rence to that Sermon ; and ſha} not ( ar this time 
at leaſt) take any notice of the ObjeRions made by 
this Anthor, in behalf of cheir Preachers, to the Re- 
ordination, Declaration, and Subſcription, requir'd 
in the A for Uniformity, nor manifeſt the 2/un- 


ders, Falſhoods, and Impertinencies contain'd in thoſe 
ObjeRions, 
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| WW Hereas there are ſeveral Diſcourſes and Pamphlets abroad 
| in the World, that paſs for the Writings of Mr. Roger 
L' Eftrauge > whercin he never had any hand at all ; This is to Ad- 
vertiſe the Reader, that he hath lately Publiſhed theſe following 
Pieces, (all but the Three 12) and no other. 

Toleration Diſcuſs'd, in a Dialogue betwixt a Conformiſt and a 
Nou-conformift, and betwixt a Presbyterian and an Independent. 
| Seneca's Morals Abſiracted. 
The Guide to Eternity. 
Twlly*s Offices, in Engliſh. 
Twenty Sele& Colloquies of Eraſmns in Engliſh. 


Tyranny and Popery, Lotding it over the Conſciences and Lives 
of the King and People. 

The Reformed Catholick. 

The Hiſtory of the Ploz, in Folic. 

The Free born Subje(t. 

The Caſe put for the Duke of York. 

An Auſwer to the Appeal. 

Seaſonable Memorials. 

The Parallel, or, The Growth of Knavery. 

A Dialogue betwixt a Citizen and Bumpkin- 

A Dialogue betwixt a Citizen and Bumpkia, the ſecond Part. 

A furthcr Diſcovery of the Plot, with a Letter (0 Dr.Titus Oats. 

An Anſwer to a Letter of Libellers. 

The Gentleman Apothecary. 

Five Love-Letters Tranſlated. 

Diſcovery on Diſcovery. in a (ſecond Letter to Dr. Titns Oats. 

The Committee, or, Popery in Maſquerade, curiouſly done in a 
Copper-Plate. 

Narrative of the Plot. 


The Way of Peace. 
The Arts and Pernitions Deſigns of Rome. 
The Confpiracy of Atheiſm and Schiſm. 
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